fully into this topic, inasmuch as I could only repeat the observations made in our last number ; it was anticipated that the annual meeting might sound the death-knell of tuberculin as a therapeutic agent, and certainly no very enthusiastic remarks were made in its favour. It is to be regretted that the subject was not discussed in a conjoined meeting of the various sections; the numerous discussions held in small meetings could lead to no very definite result, and only partial justice was done to the many and valuable contributions made. The literature of tuberculin is getting to be enormous, but we appear to be only on the threshold of the subject: we have learned that it is not a universal specific and that it is often dangerous, but nevertheless that it frequently gives results far superior to any other drug. We are now only beginning to discover that the drug is a complex one, and that its various components have effects, some of an injurious and some of a remedial character. Dr Nicati, in the Archives D'Ophthalmologic, has recently very fully described the "Gland of the Ciliary processes" which secretes the aqueous humour.
The essential glandular structure is the epithelium, which extends from the ora serrata behind, to the base of the iris in front; completely covering the ciliary processes and the recesses between them. Its secreting surface is estimated to cover an area of six centimetres square.
The epithelium is of two distinct kinds, in two layers. The external is the direct continuation of the pigmented hexagonal outer layer of the retina, the cells of which become modified as they pass anteriorly : the internal layer consists of prismatic cells compressed together at their sides, so that they stand high or deep, rather than wide ; they are modified from and directly continuous with the inner layers of the retina, more particularly with the ganglion cells. The rods and cones, together with the external granular layers, do not extend into the ciliary region but cease at the ora serrata.
Treacher Collins has more thoroughly examined the exact character and arrangement of these cells by a method of bleaching-out the pigment. He found the uveal pigment layer from the root of the iris to the ora serrata to be composed of a single row of somewhat flattened cells, projecting from the outer surface of which were numerous processes, each composed of a group of cells, tubular in arrangement, or even pear-shaped, and containing a small central lumen. These tubular processes he considers to be nothing else than secreting glands concerned in the elaboration of the aqueous humour and the nutrient fluids of the vitreous. and that it is found in all conditions of underground workers.
F. R. Cross.
